
Methodsof FACT-CHECKING

Forthe purposeof fact-checking, more than 100
Syrianeyewitnessesof the following categorieswere
interviewed:

ÅMEMBERSOFTHEWHITEHELMETS;
ÅFORMERFIGHTERSFROMILLEGALARMEDGROUPSAND

TERRORISTGROUPS;
ÅPEOPLELIVINGIN THEAREASCONTROLLEDBYTERRORIST

GROUPSANDARMEDGROUPSWHERETHEWHITEHELMETS
OPERATED;

Eachinterview wasvideotapedandmadeaccessibleto the
public.

Moreover, a sociologicalsurveywasconductedwith
the help of volunteersin AleppoandDera'a
(more than 500residentswere interviewed in eachcity).

Photos: sociological survey in Aleppo
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THE WHITE HELMETS: NEITHER NEUTRAL NOR VOLUNTEERS 

Mohamed Baha Al-Shihadi, member of the White Helmets:
ά!ƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ - there were 
no activists working for free. Abdul Neulu, one of the leaders of 
the White Helmets in Aleppo, regularly visited us, always saying 
that we should work well if we wanted the funding to 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦέ

Mohamed Bashir Biram, member of the White Helmets: "When fighters took 
eastern Aleppo under their control, I was thrown into a Jabhat Al-Nusra prison and 
was beaten. In prison I was given time to decide whether to join Jabhat al-Nusra or 
the White Helmets. If I had not accepted one of the two options, they would have 
killed me ... Once in the White Helmets, I arbitrarily left the

organization seeking to evacuate my father, whom I took to Al-Bayan hospital that cooperated with 
the White Helmets. Since my father was not a fighter, the doctors in the hospital refused to help him 
and he died. The White Helmets threatened me and took half of my salary asa punishment for for 
leaving the Organization for the purpose of evacuation without a permission."

MuhammadMusaAbuSalem, one of the leadersof the White Helmets' center: "Wewerereferred
to asvolunteers. 150 dollarsthat we receivedwerenot calledsalary, but "gratitude". Manyof ushad
assaultrifles, includingme."
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THE WHITE HELMETS: NEITHER NEUTRAL NOR VOLUNTEERS 

HatemUyn, aged31, former memberof the Internal SecurityServiceof the Jayshal-Islam
illegalarmedgroup:άFrom2014 to the endof 2017, I wasworkingin the Jayshal-IslamInternal
SecurityService. I conveyedthe instructionsgivenby the leadersof the InternalSecurityService
to the WhiteHelmets. If I did not havetime, I madephonecalls. If I hadtime, I sentan official
paperon the Jayshal-IslamletterheadsignedbyBashirSheikhad-DeayeaAbuAbdul, Headof
the InternalSecurityServiceof Jayshal-Islamin EasternGhouta. TheWhiteHelmetsin the
Jayshal-Islamdistrictswereundertheir full control."

AbdulmunamFaizAl-Alush, memberof the White Helmets: 
άSometimeswedid not havemissionsat all, sometimesςonlyoneperday. AmirAbuMohamed, 
coordinatorof severalarmedgroups, radioedusto giveinstructionsto go on a mission. Hetold
usto go to point 27, military ciphercodeΦέ

TheWhite Helmetswere by no meansa "groupof volunteers." Almostall its members

were permanentemployeeswith a monthly salary(cashandfood), for the sakeof

which they joined the organizationseekingto savetheir familiesfrom hunger. The

White Helmetswere militarized; the headsof the centersoften threatenedtheir

employeeswith weaponsandmurder if the latter refusedto perform tasksthat were

regularlyanddirectly receivedfrom terrorist or armedgroups.
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FAKE NEWS BY THE WHITE HELMETS ON THE USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

¢ƘŜ ά²ƘƛǘŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 

Twitter in April 2018 with a caption: "Another Video showing 
cases of suffication among civilians, mostly children and 
women, following the chemical attack against the civilians in 
Douma city."

On 13 February 2019, the BBC Syria producer Riam Dalati tweeted: 
"After almost  months of investigations, I can prove without a 
doubt that the Douma Hospital scene was staged. No fatalities 
ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ Χ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ 
was manufactured for maximum effect" and
"In fact, one of the 3 or 4 people filming the scene was Dr Abu 
Bakr Hanan, a "brute & shifty" doctor affiliated with Jaysh Al-
Islam. The narrative was that "there weren`t enough drs" but 
here is one filming & not taking part of the rescue effort."
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²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ά²ƘƛǘŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎέ ƛƴ ŀ 
video where its employees allegedly helped out those suffered a 
chemical attack. The hospital personnel and Syrian civilians 

completely refuted these staged rescues.  

DoctorHassanfrom the DoumaHospital: άOn7 April 2018, about15 personswereadmittedwith suffocation
symptoms. Thosewho broughtusthesepeopletold that they hadchemicalpoisoning. But the medical
examinationrevealedno signsof chemicalpoisoning. Weprovidedthem elementarymedicalaidandlet go

home."

FAKE NEWS BY THE WHITE HELMETS ON THE USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS
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Thepictureon the right featuresa photo fromάTheTimeέ articleά! 
PhotographerBearsWitnessto a SuspectedChlorineAttackin

Syriaέ (http://time.com/syriaeastern-
ghouta-suspected-chlorine-attack/)

Wefound WH employeeMahmudBouweidanifrom
this photo and interviewed him exactlyon the spot
whereάTheTimeέ shot wasmade.

MahmudBouweidani
fully exposedthe WH propaganda: 

άWebroughtonefamily to the DoumaHospital, 
representingthingsasif the Syrianarmyhadusedchlorine, 
but there wasactuallyno gas. I wastold to sit downon a 
bedandhold anoxygenmaskon to get the requiredshot".

FAKE NEWS BY THE WHITE HELMETS ON THE USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS
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Rihab Ali Mansour, 36, housewife: 
άA man approached me with a proposal to be in the films. I was offered the 
role of a woman who died in a chemical attack. I was taken to a flat and 
given a white prayer clothes. I was then told to lie down and smear my 
mouth with toothpaste, playing dead in a chemical attack. He gave me about 

10 dollars in the evening".

Yazan at-Tharazi, 12, fifth form pupil:
ά²ƘŜƴ L ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ 5ƻǳƳŀΣ !ōǳ CŜǊŀȊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΥ ά/ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ǊƛŘŜΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
WH members also were. The doctors covered us with white blankets, told to 
close our eyes and filmed us as for a movie. I was paid 200 liras. Next time 
!ōǳ CŜǊŀȊ ǘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΥ ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴ 

some money".

FAKE NEWS BY THE WHITE HELMETS ON THE USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS
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Wafika Hubbiya, 54, housewife:

άI was brought by car to the city of Zamalka and taken to a house. I was 
given a white blanket, I lay down on the staircase feigning death in a 

chemical attack. In a day or two I got 3000 for this job".

Omar al Mustafa ibn Muhammed, Aleppo, 
41, small business:

άThey staged a chemical attack as follows: they brought children, put them on the 
floor, simulated the use of chemical weapons, put gas masks on, pushed civilians 
away, poured water over alleged corpses before them, like the children died in the 

chemical attack. I saw this with my own eyes".

FAKE NEWS BY THE WHITE HELMETS ON THE USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS
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Ahmed Bouweidani, 24, WH employee in Douma: 
άThere were 8 small children in the street, they gave them candies and told 
they wanted to play with them. Then they dusted the children with white 
stuff, seated them in minivans and took to the Hospital. There they filmed 

the children saying that the children had suffered a chemical attack". 

FAKE NEWS BY THE WHITE HELMETS ON THE USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

Abdurazak Nassan ibn Nuaman, 45, Aleppo:
άFrom 10 to 15 WH employees took part in this staging. 
They gathered area people, poured them over with water 
and began to cry that the Syrian authorities had used chemical weapons.
This was not the case, this was just the smell of household chlorine, 
and the people stood staring around. 
¢ƘŜ ²I ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ Ǝŀǎ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ƴƻǊ ƎƭƻǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 
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Amran Makiah, member of the White Helmets 
organization, Duma: "We were told that there 
were victims of the chemical attack, so we 
should go there. We went there and saw that 
everything was fine, nothing special, just a fire, 
but the White Helmets were taking pictures, 
filming everything and said that those were the 
consequences of a chemical attack."

FAKE NEWS BY THE WHITE HELMETS ON THE USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

Mohammed Al-Mustafa Ibn Hassun, 48 years old, Aleppo, vendor:
"The White Helmets always disseminated information according to which the authorities 
had used chemical weapons. It was not true: in fact, we as the inhabitants of that district 
had never seen or heard of a child that had become victim of a chemical attack."
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FAKE-NEWS AND STAGED RESCUES

In this report the White Helmets stated that the Syrian troops had attacked the Jisr al-Haj in 
the district of Aleppo. Abduljabar Bodaka, member of the White Helmets, describes there 
how he personally took part in the filming of this staged rescue: "In summer 2015, I received 
an order by radio to go to Jisr al-Haj. There were crashed cars, the fighters lit the garbage 
and brought the dead people taken from the morgue and the wounded taken from the 
hospital to the filming location. Everything was videotaped. It was a staging. A few days after 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ рл ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΦά
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MULTIPLE WITNESSES PROVE THAT THE PRODUCTION OF FAKE NEWS WAS A CONSTANT WHITE 
I9[a9¢{Ω ²hwYΦ

ÅSuleimanMohamedDarwish, memberof the White Helmetsin Saqba: "Therewerepeoplefrom
the White Helmetsworkingthere, someof them wore gasmasks, while othershadgauze
bandages. Wewere told that the helicopterhaddroppedthe cylinder. However, in that case, 
there would be fakeinformation, andthere wasnone. Thecylinderwasintact."

ÅAbduljabarBodaka, memberof the White Helmets, saysthat the "White Helmetscentersin
Aleppohada specialgroupthat arrivedto the filming locationbeforehandandprepareditς
broughtdeadbodiesandinjuredpeoplefrom the hospitals, set tires andtrashon fire, used
dronesfor filming."

ÅAccordingto AbdulkarimSaidAhmad, memberof the White Helmetsin KafrBatna, in Eastern
Ghoutathe White Helmetshavea "specialteamof about20 peopleto film stagedrescues."

ÅSuleimanMohamedDarwish, memberof the White Helmets, saysthat the White Helmets
Officefor EasternGhouta"requestedfabricatedinformationeverytwo days, andtheir centerhad
a specialinfromationroom for the productionof falseinformationheadedby AbdulkarimAl-Hafi, 
JabhatAl-Nusrafighter."
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FRAUD, THEFT OF ORGANS AND VALUABLES

Ahmad Al-Omar, head of nursing staff at Ibn Rushd 
Hospital, Aleppo: ά¢ƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IŜƭƳŜǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǿƘƻ 
had worked as a driver to Turkey for treatment. When they 
brought his corpse back from Turkey, I helped to carry the 
body. The corpse was very light ς30 to 45 kilograms. I have 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ ˹Ŝ ǿŜƛƎƘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ тл ƪƛƭƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ L 
lifted the sheet and saw a large wound cut from the throat 
to stomach. The skin almost touched his back. I have a 
medical degree, I touched him with my hand, and understood 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƻ ƻǊƎŀƴǎ ƭŜŦǘΦέ

Amal Amino, Aleppo, mother of a boy whose organs were 
removed: ά.ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
kept corpses, and I saw my son there. A member of the 
White Helmets said I was not allowed to see him. After a 
while they let me see him, but all wrapped up, and they 
only let me look at his neck and head. Everybody here 
knows that his organs were removed. I have applied to the 
hospital several times to collect his body, and the last time 
ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜΦέ

SYRIAN HUMANITARIAN FILE:
EYEWHITNESS REPORTS


